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M I N U T E S  

A regular meeting of the Sunrise Water Authority Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, 
August 23, 2023 at 6:00 p.m., at Sunrise Water Authority’s Administrative Office, 10602 SE 129th Ave, 
Happy Valley, OR 97086, and virtually via Zoom.   

Commissioners Present: Chris Hawes, Chair; Gary Barth, Vice Chair; Kevin Bailey, Secretary; Andy 
Coate; Tim Chairet 
Commissioners Attending Remotely: None 
Commissioners Absent: Kevin O’Meara   

Staff Present: Wade Hathhorn, General Manager; Jamey Pietzold, Finance Director; Cindy Wolff, 
Administrative Manager 

Visitors Present: Sherry French, CRW Board (remote); Jon Simonson, customer 

CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER  

Hawes called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Chairet made a motion to approve the agenda and Bailey seconded. The motion carried unanimously. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
1. CONSENT AGENDA 
Barth made a motion to approve the consent agenda consisting of the items listed below, and Coate 
seconded. The motion carried unanimously.  

1.1 Approval of Minutes of July 26, 2023 
1.2 Acceptance of Water Mains and Related Facilities for Scouters Mountain 3 

2. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
3. STAFF REPORTS 
3.1 Manager’s Update 
Hathhorn shared an update on the construction of the new administration and operations facility. He 
announced that two new field staff had recently joined the organization, another would be starting within 
a few weeks, and we are still looking to hire additional technical/engineering staff. He described a variety 
of hiring strategies Staff is working on. Hathhorn shared staff anniversaries for the current month, 
including a 24-year employee. He provided a streamflow update and shared that PGE had released water 
from Timothy Lake. Even with that supplement, flow is at the lowest it’s ever been. Hathhorn explained 
that August was the hottest on record in Oregon and we nearly hit an all-time high for peak demand. 
Hathhorn concluded his report by discussing how understaffing has led to underspending. He shared 
related tables and charts, and described the risks associated with underspending despite how positive it 
may sound.    

3.2 Engineering Report  
Hawes noted an average of 500 lots. There was discussion about an area of the district that has 
substantially changed in a short period of time due to growth and development.  
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3.3 Construction Report 
There was discussion about delays in the Seiben Park project following questions from commissioners 
Barth and Bailey.  Hawes asked about Pump Station 9 and there was a discussion about the location. 
Hawes commented on the difficulty a fuel truck would have in accessing that location in the event of an 
ice storm.  

3.4 Operational Report  
3.5 Financial Statements  
Pietzold explained that the reports are for the first month of the fiscal year, so the graphs look empty 
compared to previous months. He noted that from a revenue standpoint it’s positive, the cash position is 
good, and the LGIP went up to 4.3% and will go up again next month. Barth asked about draws on the 
construction loan from the State. Pietzold replied that there is one more planned, scheduled for October. 
Pietzold moved on to summarize the meter report. Hawes noted the income assistance graph. Barth 
commented on the financial positions of many consumers, noting that many continue to live beyond 
their means following the pandemic. There was a brief discussion about the recession from 2008-2010. 

Pietzold referred to the water sales graph and noted the trends over time. He commented that the report 
shows the financial side of what’s in the operational reports. There was discussion about water supply 
draws and usage trends among Sunrise’s customers given the area’s growth.  

4. BOARD BUSINESS 
4.1 Board Calendar  
4.2 Meeting Attendance and Liaison Reports  

Commissioner Meeting Remote/in person 

Bailey None.  -- 

Barth None. -- 

Chairet None.  -- 

Coate None.  -- 

O’Meara (reported by 
Hawes) 

CoHV -- 

Hawes Boring 
CRW 
Chamber of Commerce 

 

There was a discussion of anticipated water supply shortages following the projected Cascadia earthquake 
event.   

4.3 Information Items  
4.4 Future Agenda Items 

5. ADJOURN  

Hawes adjourned the meeting at 6:48 p.m. 
 

 

             

CHRIS HAWES, CHAIR    KEVIN BAILEY, SECRETARY 
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