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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 

M I N U T E S  

A regular meeting of the Sunrise Water Authority Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, 
June 25, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., at Sunrise Water Authority’s Administrative Office, 17563 SE Armstrong 
Ct., Happy Valley, OR 97015, and virtually via Zoom.   

Commissioners Present: Chris Hawes, Chair; Gary Barth, Vice Chair; Kevin Bailey, Secretary; Andy 
Coate; and Kevin O’Meara 

Commissioners Attending Remotely: Carl Anderson 

Commissioners Absent: Tim Chairet  

Staff Present: Wade Hathhorn, General Manager; Jamey Pietzold, Finance Director; Cindy Wolff, 
Administrative Manager; and Jennifer Sampson, Senior Administrative Assistant 

Staff Attending Remotely: Colin Brownsberger, Deputy Finance Director 

Visitors Present: Jon Simonson, citizen; and Greg Daniels, developer 

Visitors Attending Remotely: Sherry French, CRW Board; and Paul Gornick, OLWS Board 

CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER 
Hawes called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Coate moved to approve the meeting agenda as presented, and Barth seconded.  The motion carried 
6-0.   

PUBLIC COMMENT – Hathhorn presented an email from a customer to be entered into public 
comment and reported the background that led to the email.  In August 2024, Isaiah and Aliona 
Canche moved out of the home at 15398 SE Clark St and out of the district.  Sunrise records show 
their final water bill was sent to their new address in September 2024, but the Canches claim they 
never received it.  In June 2025, a second notice was sent to the new address notifying the Canches 
that the bill would be sent to collections if it was not paid.  The Canches did confirm receipt of this 
second notice and emailed their request today to waive the entirety of the final bill as they did not 
receive the first notice.  Hathhorn said that to his recollection their final bill was approximately $165.  
Discussion ensued regarding the details of this incident.  The final bill did not include any fees, 
penalties, etc. and it was only for the water used and related service charges.  It was noted that the 
final bill was sent via paper mail, and the customer had previously been receiving electronic bills.  
Board consensus was that the money is owed, and to offer the Canches 90 days to pay; and to 
consider how Sunrise sends out final bills in the future, along with follow-up notices.   

1. CONSENT AGENDA 
O’Meara made a motion to approve the consent agenda consisting of the items listed below, and 
Coate seconded.  The motion carried 6-0. 

1.1 Approval of May 28, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes 
1.2 Acceptance of Water Mains and Related Facilities for Damascus Parr Lumber 

2. DISCUSSION ITEMS  
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3. STAFF REPORTS 
3.1 Manager’s Update 
Hathhorn presented two graphs as part of the Manager’s Update: one showing the accumulation of 
total precipitation on Mt. Hood and the current precipitation and the other showing the current 
snow water equivalent on Mt. Hood.  Overall, the amount of water is behind for the year and there 
have already been a few early wildfires in the area.  There was some late snow, but it went away very 
quickly.  Currently the Clackamas River levels are below the 25th percentile, and it looks like a rather 
dry summer.  Hathhorn speculated that this could be the kind of year where Sunrise asks people not 
to water their lawns as early as July or August.  In any case, Sunrise is preparing to begin more 
aggressive curtailments this year.  Discussion ensued regarding potential water issues this summer, 
including HOAs and their requirements of green lawns.  Hathhorn noted it may take a coalition of 
special districts to approach the Governor’s office to remove this HOA requirement state and/or 
county wide.  There was a documented fish kill in the Clackamas River a couple of years ago, which 
was actually due to conditions in the Willamette River, but either way the conditions were similar to 
what we’re seeing this year: low flows and high temperatures.  A future workshop was suggested to 
discuss the potential water flow issues this summer. 

Hathhorn reported on construction project updates.  For the Well 2W project, the land use 
permitting has been completed and staff are waiting on the building permit.  Pump Station 8 safety 
improvements are in progress.  Ridgecrest and Mather Road are almost ready to bid.   

Hathhorn noted two work anniversaries this month: Chris Avery at 7 years, and Alex Moffitt at 3 
years.   

Staff is working with a recruiter to find a Senior Engineer and a Project Engineer, but there have 
been no interviews yet.   

3.2 Engineering Report 
3.3 Construction Report 
3.4 Operational Report 
Hawes commented on the “unaccounted for water” graph and noted it looked like organized 
randomness.   

3.5 Financial Statements 
Pietzold provided financial updates over the last month, including revenue and expenditure tracking; 
capital expenses; meters sold in May; water sales; cash reserves, and the LGIP interest rate currently 
at 4.6%.  With only one month left in the fiscal year, Pietzold is beginning to prep for year end.   

Pietzold noted he was struggling to find a meaningful way to reflect inventory in the expenditure 
numbers, as much of the operational inventory doesn’t get counted as an expenditure or capital until 
it’sinstalled.  He also noted that inventory is currently counted once a year, but he hopes to do that 
more often.  He suggested a second inventory in December to determine if a supplemental budget is 
needed.  Barth inquired if an automatic inventory system would be beneficial (i.e. barcodes that get 
scanned as the item is put into use).  Hathhorn reported Sunrise has considered a barcode system in 
the past, but noted the difficulties in determining the line between only tagging large inventory items 
versus every bolt and washer.  Discussion ensued.   

4. BOARD BUSINESS 
4.1 Board Calendar 

COMMISSIONER MEETING 
Barth Regional Water Consortium Board meeting – June 4th   
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4.2 Meeting Attendance and Liaison Reports  
4.3 Information Items  
4.4 Future Agenda Items  
Hawes requested Sunrise administrative staff send out a poll to schedule a Board work session on a 
Saturday morning for some time in the next two months.     

5. ADJOURN  
Hawes adjourned the regular meeting at 6:56 p.m. and the Board entered a work session.   

6. WORK SESSION 
6.1 Update on Future Service Above 470-feet (Stone Heights) 
Hathhorn asked Sampson to share project area maps with those attending the meeting remotely.  
Hathhorn presented the maps and explained that they show 370 home sites and a new school to go 
on top of the bluff.  The Board previously approved service off Eckert Lane for the new school. 

Hathhorn started a discussion by reminding the board how Sunrise previously considered installing a 
pump station to solve the issue of needing more pressure above the 470ft zone.  This new pump 
station would connect to existing pipe off Eckert Lane and would meet the requirements for fire 
service and regular levels of service.  In order to achieve this, the developer would need to upsize 
existing pipe to 12-inchesto the new pump station.  Concerns were raised regarding possible excess 
water pressure, fire service capabilities, and alternative connection options.   

Coate inquired if there was any consideration being given to a regional system in the future.  
Hathhorn reported it is their intent to plan for future expansion of service area, including upgrading 
pipeline to provide service in the 750ft zone.  This will involve replacing the Sunnyside Reservoir 
with an elevated tank, and a pump station to serve that zone.  Discussion ensued.   

Daniels shared that he is working with AKS Engineering to test various design ideas and with 
Sunrise to find a solution that meets all parties’ needs.  He thankedthe Commissioners for their 
willingness to work with him.  Daniels also noted he is working with the school district on the new 
school’s development and estimated is the ground breaking would happen Spring of 2026.  The 
project will consist of five development phases.   

Hathhorn shared he and Daniels intend to have a proposal to present to the Board at the August or 
September Board meeting.  Board consensus was to keep moving forward with the project and they 
are looking forward to seeing the full proposal.   

Hawes adjourned the work session at 7:28 p.m.   

 

             
CHRIS HAWES, CHAIR    KEVIN BAILEY, SECRETARY 

O’Meara Happy Valley City Council meeting – June 17th in-person.   

Bailey None.   

Hawes CRW and Boring Water.   

Anderson Oak Lodge.   

Coate None.   
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