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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 

M I N U T E S  

A regular meeting of the Sunrise Water Authority Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, 
July 23, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., at Sunrise Water Authority’s Administrative Office, 17563 SE Armstrong 
Ct., Happy Valley, OR 97015, and virtually via Zoom.   

Commissioners Present: Chris Hawes, Chair; Kevin Bailey, Secretary; Tim Chairet; Carl Anderson; 
and Kevin O’Meara 

Commissioners Attending Remotely: Gary Barth, Vice Chair 

Commissioners Absent: Andy Coate  

Staff Present: Wade Hathhorn, General Manager; Jamey Pietzold, Finance Director; and Jennifer 
Sampson, Senior Administrative Assistant 

Staff Attending Remotely: Colin Brownsberger, Deputy Finance Director 

Visitors Present: Jon Simonson, citizen 

Visitors Attending Remotely: Sherry French, CRW Board; and Kevin Williams, OLWS Board 

CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER 
Hawes called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Chairet moved to approve the meeting agenda as presented, and Anderson seconded.  The motion 
carried 6-0.   

OATHS OF OFFICE 
Sampson administered the Oath of Office to Carl Anderson, Chris Hawes, and Kevin O’Meara.   

PUBLIC COMMENT – None at this time.   

1. CONSENT AGENDA 
Anderson made a motion to approve the consent agenda consisting of the items listed below, and 
O’Meara seconded.  The motion carried 6-0. 

1.1 Approval of June 25, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes 

2. DISCUSSION ITEMS  
2.1 Election of Officers 
Hawes stated the officers for the 2024-25 fiscal year: Chris Hawes, Chair; Gary Barth, Vice Chair; 
and Kevin Bailey, Secretary.  He then opened the floor to nominations for FY 2025-26 officers.  
Barth nominated Hawes for Chair.  The motion carried 6-0.  O’Meara nominated Barth for Vice 
Chair.  The motion carried 6-0.  Anderson nominated Bailey for Secretary.  The motion carried 6-0.   

2.2 Liaison Assignments 
Hawes led a discussion on current liaison assignments and any changes for the 2025-26 fiscal year.  
Sampson noted that the Sunnyside/W. Mt. Scott CPO was removed from liaison assignments as it is 
currently inactive.  Chairet volunteered to replace Bailey as first alternate for the City of Happy 
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Valley.  Chairet will replace Hawes as the liaison, and Anderson will replace Barth as the alternate to 
Clackamas River Water.   

Chairet moved to appoint Hawes and Bailey, and Coate as alternate, to the NCCWC board, and 
O’Meara seconded.  The motion carried 6-0.  Bailey moved to appoint Barth as the Sunrise 
representative to the Regional Water Consortium Board, and Chairet seconded.  The motion carried 
6-0.   

Discussion ensued on the C4 meetings and whether they were worth assigning someone to or not.  
French commented that she was currently the water representative at C4 meetings and reported 
anything of note to Hawes, but most of the meetings centered on housing and transportation issues.  
Hawes requested Sampson add French to C4 on the liaison assignment report going forward.   

2.3 Oregon Department of Energy Community Renewable Energy Grant Program (C-
REP) 
Pietzold reported the Department of Energy C-REP grant has accepted three rounds of applications 
and are now on the fourth round.  They have previously awarded approximately $42 million for 
eligible renewable energy projects.  Pietzold shared that the Sunrise admin building and the 
operations shop building were both designed for solar energy collection, but it has not yet been 
implemented on the shop yet.  The C-REP grant could be a good option to expand solar to the shop 
building, thereby enhancing Sunrise’s resiliency and furthering PGEs efforts to return energy to the 
grid.  Discussion ensued.   

Pietzold explained the C-REP grant in further detail.  They offer funding for two project phases: the 
planning phase (up to $100,000) and the construction phase (up to $1 million).  Of the eligible 
project types, community renewable energy projects are eligible for up to 50% funding, and 
community resiliency projects are eligible for up to 100% of project funding.  Sunrise is well 
positioned to apply for the C-REP grant at the 100% funding level.  Pietzold is requesting the Board 
authorize staff to submit an application for the C-REP grant.  This is a portion of the required 
application materials, and a formal letter of approval for the Board Chair to sign is included in the 
meeting packet.  Pietzold estimated the cost to install solar panels and associated equipment on the 
shop at approximately $180,000 for hardware and approximately $400,000-$600,000 for engineering.  
He made sure to note these are not confirmed estimates.   

Discussion ensued on the possible cost savings in electricity after installing more solar panels and 
collection equipment.  Pietzold noted Sunrise is not at net meter currently, meaning the solar panels 
are not collecting as much energy as Sunrise uses, but it is offsetting total electrical costs so he would 
anticipate those savings to increase with the additional solar panels.  If an entity should produce 
more electricity than it uses in an energy year, PGE does not pay the entity for the excess energy, 
but rather it will probably be contributed to the energy assistance program.  Pietzold reported 
Sunrise is currently offsetting electric costs by roughly $16,000 per year, and the goal is to eventually 
offset 85% of the electrical load of this facility.   

Chairet moved to approve written authorization for Sunrise staff to apply for the C-REP grant 
opportunities, and Bailey seconded.  Hawes requested Sampson conduct a roll call vote.  The 
motion carried by the following votes: 

 O’Meara – AYE Bailey – AYE 
 Anderson – AYE  Chairet – AYE 
 Hawes – AYE  Barth – AYE 
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3. STAFF REPORTS 
3.1 Manager’s Update 
Hathhorn reported the weather has been hot and dry, and water flows are low in the Clackamas 
River as a result.  There has not been much precipitation, and what they’re currently seeing is mostly 
just ground water returns in the basin.  He has concerns it could be an interesting summer when 
flows are this low already.  Hathhorn intends to begin a campaign to customers to reduce water and 
stop outdoor water usage.  They are not instigating a stage one curtailment yet but want to start 
getting the message out as Sunrise will probably get there before the summer is over.  Stage one is 
voluntary curtailment limiting outdoor water use.   

Hathhorn noted one work anniversary this month: Kevin Lane at 7 years.   

3.2 Engineering Report 
3.3 Construction Report 
Hathhorn reported staff are getting ready to go to bid on Ridgecrest.  Mather Road is on track to be 
completed later this year. The Sieben Park well is also getting ready to go to bid.     

3.4 Operational Report 
Hawes commented on the “unaccounted for water” graph and noted there must be a reason it 
appears so regular.  Hathhorn noted a lot of the movement in the graph is due to the billing lag each 
month.   

3.5 Financial Statements 
Pietzold provided financial updates over the last month, including revenue and expenditure tracking; 
capital expenses; meters sold in June; water sales; and cash reserves.  This marks the end of the fiscal 
year and the June soft close.  Finance still has some invoices trickling in so they won’t completely 
close the books on June for a bit.  For example, he anticipates the water purchases and electricity 
invoice will be roughly $500,000-$700,000 for the month of June.   

Pietzold presented an infographic handout that included some interesting statistics from the 
previous fiscal year, including: 659 meter change outs, 757 PRV change outs, seven main break 
repairs, five staff recruited and onboarded plus one intern, and more.   

Barth commented about a newsletter from a partner agency that Hathhorn had distributed to the 
board previously, and suggested Sunrise send out a similar newsletter once in a while to rate payers.   

4. BOARD BUSINESS 
4.1 Board Calendar  
Hawes reported that the Doodle Poll that was sent out to determine a good Saturday morning for a 
Board work session failed to find a common day.  He requested all present Board members compare 
calendars to find a mutually agreed upon day.  Of those present, all Commissioners were available 
for a work session on October 4th, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  Hawes will reach out to Coate to confirm 
the date will work for him as well.   
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4.2 Meeting Attendance and Liaison Reports  

4.3 Information Items  
Hawes announced Bailey’s ten-year anniversary of serving on the Sunrise Water Authority Board of 
Commissioners, and Sampson presented him with a certificate of recognition.  The Board and staff 
offered their congratulations.   

Barth shared he reached out to his HOA about the use of artificial turf in yards and if it was 
included in any Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions (CCRs).  The HOA reported that the CCRs 
are older, so they don’t address artificial turf.  Barth thought it could become an option in the future 
for homeowners, assuming water shortages in the summer months continue to be an issue.   

4.4 Future Agenda Items  
Hathhorn shared the annual Sunrise picnic is scheduled for September 11th at Sah-Hah-Lee Golf 
Course from 4 p.m.-7 p.m.  The event will include mini golf and a catered meal.   

5. ADJOURN  
Hawes adjourned the meeting at 6:59 p.m.  

 

             
CHRIS HAWES, CHAIR    KEVIN BAILEY, SECRETARY 

COMMISSIONER MEETING 
Barth None.   

O’Meara None.   

Bailey NCCWC. 

Hawes Boring Water, and NCCWC.    

Anderson None.   

Chairet None. 
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