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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 

M I N U T E S  

A regular meeting of the Sunrise Water Authority Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, 
August 27, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., at Sunrise Water Authority’s Administrative Office, 17563 SE 
Armstrong Ct., Happy Valley, OR 97015, and virtually via Zoom.   

Commissioners Present: Chris Hawes, Chair; Gary Barth, Vice Chair; Kevin Bailey, Secretary; Tim 
Chairet; Carl Anderson; and Kevin O’Meara 

Commissioners Absent: Andy Coate  

Staff Present: Wade Hathhorn, General Manager; Jamey Pietzold, Finance Director; Cindy Wolff, 
Administrative Manager; and Jennifer Sampson, Senior Administrative Assistant 

Staff Attending Remotely: Colin Brownsberger, Deputy Finance Director 

Visitors Attending Remotely: Sherry French, CRW Board; Paul Gornick, OLWS Board; and 
Wayne Splawn, Portland Amateur Radio Club  

CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER 
Hawes called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Hawes noted as Coate was not in attendance, the Oath of Office would be removed from the 
agenda.  Barth moved to approve the meeting agenda as amended, and Chairet seconded.  The 
motion carried 5-0.  Bailey arrived late to the meeting.   

PUBLIC COMMENT – None at this time.   

1. CONSENT AGENDA 
O’Meara made a motion to approve the consent agenda consisting of the items listed below, and 
Anderson seconded.  The motion carried 5-0. 

1.1 Approval of July 23, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes 
1.2 Approval of C-REP Letter Authorizing Submission and an Authorized 

Representative/Signatory, by name and title, for the grant application 

2. DISCUSSION ITEMS  
2.1 Authorize a Revised 20-Year Land (Tower) Lease to Portland Amateur Radio Club 
Hathhorn introduced Wayne Splawn with the Portland Amateur Radio Club (PARC) and noted he 
invited Splawn to attend the meeting.  PARC is a local 501(c)3 nonprofit who supports licensed 
amateur radio (ham radio) operators and currently leases land on top of Mt. Scott from Sunrise with 
a 10-year lease executed in January 2023 where they have placed a radio tower.  PARC has the 
opportunity to purchase a larger radio tower from the adjacent radio station that has gone out of 
business.  To finalize this purchase, and acquire the financing, they are required to have a 20-year 
lease and are requesting that from the Sunrise Board of Commissioners.  Hathhorn requested the 
Board amend PARC’s existing 10-year lease to a 10-year lease.  Discussion ensued.   

Barth moved to amend PARC’s existing lease to a 20-year lease, and Anderson seconded.  Hawes 
requested Sampson conduct a roll call vote.  The motion carried by the following votes: 
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 O’Meara – AYE Barth – AYE 
 Anderson – AYE  Bailey – AYE 
 Hawes – AYE  Chairet – AYE 

3. STAFF REPORTS 
3.1 Manager’s Update 
Hathhorn reported the Clackamas River continues to be low and is now getting warm as well, and 
the atmospheric conditions show no sign of relief in the near future.  Currently, stream flows are at 
650cfs or less.  After adjusting the measured flows for withdrawals of 50cfs, it drops to roughly 
600cfs, meaning we are already below the minimum requirement so they are technically in formal 
curtailment.  On September 15th, the minimum becomes 800cfs and with no forecasted rain, it is 
unlikely to increase that much.  Hathhorn explained that water rights have a developed portion and 
an undeveloped portion, and only the undeveloped portion is subject to curtailment.  So a 
curtailment will not affect actual withdrawals.  However, Sunrise is still increasing messaging to 
customers and asking for voluntary curtailment.  Barth inquired as to the effectiveness of the 
messaging.  Hathhorn commented that there doesn’t appear to be much response in water usage, 
but Sunrise’s demand has not broken 12mgd this year and the record was 13.8mgd in 2018.  
Discussion ensued.  Hathhorn reported that PGE plans to release water from Timothy Lake, if it is 
available, after September 15th.  If they do so, they may release 75cfs at a time.  As it has not really 
rained since April, the Board will likely be having more conversations about this at the September 
Board meeting.   

Hathhorn reported CRWP has received a grant to prepare an ASR siting study in the lower 
Clackamas Basin.  This is planned to begin in September and continue through next spring.  Sunrise 
will be participating.   

Hathhorn noted four work anniversaries this month: Christin Anderson at 26 years; Tyler Wubbena 
at 5 years; Justin Foreman at 2 years; and Greg Willson at 2 years.  He also shared there will be a 
staff breakfast tomorrow morning where he will be announcing the employee of the year.  An 
Accounting Specialist has been hired for the Finance team.  The annual SWA staff picnic is 
scheduled for September 11th from 4-7:00 p.m.  Barth added that he saw the Capital Program 
Manager position announcement being advertised as well.   

3.2 Engineering Report 
3.3 Construction Report 
3.4 Operational Report 
Hawes commented on the “unaccounted for water” graph and noted it was the most rhythmically 
random thing he’s seen.    

3.5 Financial Statements 
Pietzold provided financial updates over the last month, including revenue and expenditure tracking; 
capital expenses; meters sold in July; water sales; cash reserves, and the LGIP interest rate currently 
at 4.6%.  He noted the reports were pretty minimal since they are only for one month in the new 
fiscal year.  Hawes inquired how water sales dollars compared to the volume of water (cfs) being 
used.  Pietzold noted he will add that data for future meeting reports.  Discussion ensued on the 
LGIP and Pietzold explained how they mainly invest in securities, treasuries, and others.  Pietzold 
elaborated on the income assistance program and the program year ends September 30th.  To date, 
the program has supported roughly 120 participants out of a maximum 150 participants and they 
have averaged 12 participants each month.   

Pietzold presented graphs displaying Key Performance Indicators from 2015-2024.  Discussion 
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ensued on the data and the Board suggested looking at this information maybe on a quarterly or 
annual basis in an effort to be proactive with management and policy decisions.   

4. BOARD BUSINESS 
4.1 Board Calendar  
Hawes noted the board calendar has been updated with the new FY2025-26 assignments.   

4.2 Meeting Attendance and Liaison Reports  

4.3 Information Items  
4.4 Future Agenda Items  
Barth and Hawes confirmed the Board work session was still scheduled for Saturday, October 4 th.  
Hawes requested to have the previously presented legislative policy brought back to the Board at a 
future meeting.  Wolff will revise the policy and bring it back to the Board for approval.   

5. CONVENE LOCAL CONTRACT REVIEW BOARD 
Hawes recessed the regular board meeting and opened the Local Contract Review Board meeting at 
7:03 p.m.     

5.1 Conduct Public Hearing for Comment on Draft Findings Exempting Contractor 
Selection for the Well 2W Rehabilitation Project from Competitive Bidding 

Hathhorn reported staff is getting ready for the construction on Well 2W in Sieben Park.  However, 
due to the complexity of the project, he does not want to put it out to Competitive Bidding but 
would prefer to go through Competitive Proposals.  The goal is to find a more effective way to get 
better qualified contractors who have experience on this type of project, and Competitive Proposals 
are allowed under procurement law.  To do this, the LCRB will have to formally exempt the project 
from Competitive Bidding per ORS 279C.335.  In addition to the exemption, the public must have 
an opportunity to comment on the draft findings for the reasons for the exemption.  Notice had 
been given to the public and access to the draft findings has been available on the Sunrise website 
for the last week. 

Hawes opened a public hearing for comment on draft findings to exempt contractor selection in the 
construction of the Well 2W Rehabilitation project from Competitive Bidding at 7:07 p.m.  There 
was no public comment.  Hawes closed the public hearing at 7:07 p.m. 

5.2 Adopt Resolution 2025-09 Approving an Exemption from Competitive Bidding in 
Contractor Selection for the Well 2W Rehabilitation Project 

Hathhorn reiterated that the Board will need to formally approve an exemption from Competitive 
Bidding per ORS 279C.335 for the Well 2W Rehabilitation Project.  This project will be open for 
the general public to bid on and there are no exclusions to bidders.  Barth moved to adopt 

COMMISSIONER MEETING 
Anderson None.   

Bailey None. 

Barth None.   

Chairet Clackamas River Water on August 15th – attended remotely.   

Hawes Boring Water, Oregon City Business Alliance, and City of Sandy City Council 
Meeting. 

O’Meara Happy Valley City Council on August 19th. 
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Resolution 2025-09 – Approving an Exemption from Competitive Bidding in Contractor Selection 
for the Well 2W Rehabilitation Project, and Chairet seconded.  Hawes requested Sampson conduct a 
roll call vote.  The motion carried by the following votes: 

 O’Meara – AYE Barth – AYE 
 Anderson – AYE  Bailey – AYE 
 Hawes – AYE  Chairet – AYE 

5.3 Issue Notice of Intent to Award Construction Contract for SE Ridgecrest Pipe 
Replacement Project 

Hathhorn distributed an amended staff report for agenda item 5.3 that included the bidding results.  
Bidding for the SE Ridgecrest Pipe Replacement Project concluded yesterday and was verified 
before being presented to the Board.  Four bidders were pre-qualified, and they received two bids 
for the project from Dirt & Aggregate Interchange Inc, and Civilworks NW, Inc.  Hathhorn 
commented that both bidders were close in pricing, and both are qualified for the project.  Sunrise 
staff recommended the LCRB issue the “Notice of Intent to Award” a construction contract to the 
lowest bidder and execute a construction contract for the project to Dirt & Aggregate Interchange, 
Inc.   

Bailey moved to accept the bid and issue a Notice of Intent to Award a construction contract for the 
SE Ridgecrest Pipeline Replacement project to Dirt & Aggregate Interchange, Inc. in the amount of 
$1,382,251.00, and Anderson seconded.  Hawes requested Sampson conduct a roll call vote.  The 
motion carried by the following votes: 

 O’Meara – AYE Barth – AYE 
 Anderson – AYE  Bailey – AYE 
 Hawes – AYE  Chairet – AYE 

Hawes adjourned the Local Contract Review Board meeting at 7:17 p.m. and reconvened the regular 
board meeting.   

6. ADJOURN  
Hawes adjourned the regular board meeting at 7:17 p.m.  

 

             
CHRIS HAWES, CHAIR    KEVIN BAILEY, SECRETARY 
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