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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 

M I N U T E S  

A regular meeting of the Sunrise Water Authority Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, 
April 22, 2026 at 7:00 p.m., at Sunrise Water Authority’s Administrative Office, 17563 SE Armstrong 
Ct., Happy Valley, OR 97015, and virtually via Zoom.    

Commissioners Present: Chris Hawes, Chair; Gary Barth, Vice Chair; Kevin Bailey, Secretary; Andy 
Coate; Tim Chairet; Kevin O’Meara, and Carl Anderson 

Staff Present: Jamey Pietzold, Executive Director; Cindy Wolff, Administrative Manager; Colin 
Brownsberger, Finance Director; Wade Hathhorn, Strategic Advisor; Tim Jannsen, Engineering 
Manager; and Jennifer Sampson, Senior Administrative Assistant 

Visitors Attending Remotely: Sherry French, CRW Board; Paul Gornick, OLWS Board; and 
Michael G, citizen 

CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER 
Hawes called the regular meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.   

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Anderson moved to approve the meeting agenda as presented, and Bailey seconded.  The motion 
carried 7-0.  Barth noted for the record that the Pledge of Allegiance was done during the Budget 
Committee meeting.  

PUBLIC COMMENT – None at this time.   

1. CONSENT AGENDA 
Anderson made a motion to approve the consent agenda consisting of the items listed below as 
presented, and Bailey seconded.  The motion carried 7-0. 

1.1 Approval of March 25, 2026 Board Meeting Minutes 
1.2 Adoption of Resolution 2026-03, Appropriation Transfer Reserve Fund 

2. DISCUSSION ITEMS  
2.1 135th to 152nd Pipeline Segment 
Pietzold reported Coate had requested this topic at the March Board meeting.  This is part of the 
approved Capital Improvement Plan and involves upsizing a pipe from 125th to 152nd along Highway 
(Hwy) 212.  There are two 18in pipes that provide Sunrise with water from CRW and at 135 th it 
drops to only one pipe.  Jannsen elaborated that he thought one of the pipes was on Jennifer St and 
one on Hwy 212, giving double capacity in a looped system.  In order to grow Sunrise structurally to 
serve the increasing population of Happy Valley, including the 750ft zone, Sunrise needs to upsize 
pipelines.  Currently that section provides 4 million gallons per day (MGD) to Sunrise, and Sunrise’s 
future system demands will require more than that.  By upsizing this pipe segment, it will provide an 
additional 4 MGD, which would provide Sunrise with approximately 3-5 years of near-term capacity 
and establish the backbone infrastructure for longer-term growth and demand.  Sunrise had 
coordinated with Carollo, the engineering firm working on this project for WES, to align with the 
anticipated construction schedule of the upper segment.  However, that plan showed significant 
utility congestion within the North side right-of-way along Hwy 212.  As such, Sunrise has requested 
to shift the alignment to the South side of the corridor.  This separates Sunrise from WES’s 
construction schedule, but it also allows Sunrise the opportunity to move quicker and begin 
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construction from 135th-152nd Avenue in FY 2027-28.  Sunrise will rejoin WES’s improvements at 
152nd Avenue for the Rock Creek crossing.  Discussion ensued.   

3. STAFF REPORTS 
3.1 Director’s Update 
Pietzold reported that the snowpack is not looking very positive.  Last month it increased a bit, but 
now it’s back to one third of the historic median.  He shared a chart that shows snow levels at 
Timothy Lake and there was not any significant snow under 5,000ft elevation.  Meaning there will 
likely be an early summer, and lower river flows this year.  Discussion ensued.  Kaiser’s planned 
expansion was brought up with regard to their expected water needs.  Pietzold has met with Kaiser 
and they are still in the planning stages.  He hopes to hear back from them in the third quarter of 
2026 (calendar year).  Chairet asked how severe the impact of the low river flows would be.  Pietzold 
replied that it is unclear what the curtailment might be this summer, but the drought will be affecting 
the whole state.  Hathhorn clarified the difference between conservation and curtailment: 
conservation is a change in people’s behavior; and curtailment is an enforcement action from a legal 
stance.   

Pietzold provided an update on activities with two months remaining in the fiscal year.  Staff are 
moving forward on automated meter reads but are trying to be strategic about it.  On Pump Station 
15, staff are waiting on a task order and should hopefully get it in the next week or two.  Mather 
Road and the ASR Well are getting prepped so they can be put out to bid in the next fiscal year.  On 
organizational planning, Pietzold is trying to determine succession planning in order to be more 
resilient.  Staff extended the evaluation period for the RFP for a consultant to assist with this.  By 
Friday they hope to have a selection and to start negotiations. 

May 6, 2026 is the inaugural national Special Districts Day.  Barth inquired if SDAO had any plans 
to recognize/celebrate the day.  Sampson commented there were none that she was aware of, other 
than SDAO requesting boards pass a resolution to recognize the day.   

Pietzold noted two staff anniversaries this month: Sarah Long at 10 years and Tim Jannsen at 30 
years.  Pietzold, Hathhorn, and the Board thanked Jannsen for his service and presented him with a 
plaque in recognition of his anniversary. 

3.2 Engineering Report 
3.3 Construction Report 
3.4 Operational Report 
Jannsen led a discussion on unaccounted for water.  He noted that with the billing lag, he usually 
expects to see the numbers around 6-8%, and that moving to automated meter reading should help 
with this number (assuming all the meters are read on the same date).   

3.5 Financial Statements 
Brownsberger provided financial updates over the last month, including revenue and expenditure 
tracking, capital expenses; meters sold in March; water sales; cash reserves; and the LGIP interest 
rate which was 4.0% in March.  He noted the income assistance graphs now reflect the updated 
program budget. 

3.6 Administrative Update 
Wolff reported there are two new staff starting next week and two open positions being advertised 
(SCADA Technician and Project Engineer).  Wolff noted that while those two positions have been 
historically difficult to fill, not all hiring has been difficult, and shared a positive recruitment 
outcome from the fall.    
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Wolff announced it was Admin Professionals Day, which falls on the fourth Wednesday in April, 
and thanked Sampson for her hard work.  Hawes thanked both Wolff and Sampson for their 
administrative work.   

On the SDAO Best Practices list, there were two very similar questions about Board public meeting 
law training, and it was determined that the Board session at the SDAO Conference will count for 
everyone that attended the session as having attended public meeting law training during their 
elected term.  The Board members, except for Chairet, confirmed they all attended that session at 
the SDAO Conference.   

The Compensation Study is currently underway.  Wolff and Pietzold do not think it will be complete 
by June as they originally hoped but will likely be done in July.  The study is being done though PSU, 
as SDAO has an IGA with them and approved Sunrise to participate.   

On May 11th, the Clackamas Community College WET program will be on a field trip to Sunrise 
where they will get to see a demonstration and network with Sunrise staff, including Ty Breshears 
who is a WET alumnus.   

4. BOARD BUSINESS 
4.1 Board Calendar  
4.2 Meeting Attendance and Liaison Reports  

4.3 Information Items  
4.4 Future Agenda Items  

5. ADJOURN  
Hawes adjourned the regular board meeting at 8:29 p.m.  

 

             
CHRIS HAWES, CHAIR    KEVIN BAILEY, SECRETARY 

COMMISSIONER MEETING 
Anderson Oak Lodge. 

Bailey NCCWC Budget Committee Meeting – in person.   

Barth Regional Water Providers Consortium Executive Committee Meeting – April 8th – 
virtual.   

Chairet None. 

Coate None. 

Hawes Boring Water, Sandy City Council, and NCCWC Budget Committee Meeting.   

O’Meara Happy Valley City Council on April 7th and 21st – in person.   
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